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"A knowledgeable journalist astutely delineates a troubling global move toward the right

wing."--Kirkus Reviews  What happens when a democratically elected leader evolves into an

authoritarian ruler, limiting press freedom, civil liberties, and religious and ethnic tolerance? India

and Turkey are two of the world's biggest democracies--multi-ethnic nations that rose from their

imperial past to be founded on the values of modernity. They have fair elections, open markets, and

freedom of religion. Yet this is an account of how the charismatic strongmen Narendra Modi, in

India, and Recep Tyyip Erodgan, in Turkey, used the power they had won as elected heads of state

to push their countries toward authoritarian ways. Journalist Basharat Peer knows only too well how

the tyranny of the majority can exact a terrible human toll; it's a story he told in Curfewed Night, his

memoir of growing up in war-torn Kashmir. For this book, Peer spent a year and a half traveling

across India and Turkey to chronicle the rise of Modi and Erodgan, and to tell the stories of the men

and women they have victimized, who have showed courage and endured great suffering because

of their love of true democratic traditions. It is more important than ever to understand the failings of

democracies like India and Turkey if liberal traditions are to be protected and nourished.
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"In the midst of a complex global story of democratically-elected autocrats, Basharat Peer makes

sense of what is going on in both countries....a very timely and important book." - Alex Cacioppo,

The Huffington Post"India is frequently described as the world's largest democracy, thus leaving the



impression that the country has nothing in common with a place like Turkey. In just the past year,

the latter has weathered an attempted coup, a large-scale purging of key institutions by the ruling

regime, and a president who seems increasingly unstable. But as Basharat Peer makes clear in his

new book, >, the two places have more similarities than you might think." -- Isaac Chotiner,

Slate"Peer's illuminating little book provides a ground-level account of this phenomenon in India and

Turkey, revealing striking parallels between the two cases....With a keen journalist's eye, Peer

observes how various kinds of people--politicians, shopkeepers, intellectuals--experience these

regime transitions. He finds that the most profound change is also the most subtle: a slow and

sometimes imperceptible erosion of civic culture and political norms that undermines the democratic

spirit." -- John Ikenberry, Foreign Affairs"An impressive and sharply written book....Recent events in

democracies of both East and West are stirring fears of destructive majoritarianism. Strongmen

everywhere are rediscovering 'the art of converting citizens' fears and insecurities into electoral

support.' This timely book sounds an ominous warning." -- William Armstrong, Hurriyet Daily

News"Peer's analysis of how these two strongmen have risen to supreme power in their respective

countries is incisive and compelling." -- Los Angeles Review of Books"A Kashmiri journalist

examines a new generation of tyrants threatening the (illusory) promises of liberal democracy and

astutely delineates a troubling global move toward the right wing." - Kirkus Reviews"Basharat Peer's

new book is impeccably timed. Amid all this loose talk of an authoritarian wave, an in-depth

comparison of two oft-cited cases is welcome." - Bookforum

Basharat Peer is an opinion editor at The New York Times. His memoir,Curfewed Night (2010), won

India's Crossword Award for Non-Fiction, and was chosen as a Book of the Year by both The New

Yorker and The Economist. He has been an editor at Foreign Affairs and The New York Times'

India Ink blog, and has written for The New Yorker, Granta, Foreign Affairs, The Guardian, n+1 and

The New York Times. Peer studied journalism and politics at the Columbia School of Journalism. He

lives in New Delhi.

A book which brings issues that people outside of the country may not be aware of, into the painful

light.While reading this book, I can only feel how lucky I am to be in a country that tries hard to

eliminate discrimination against genders, races and corruption.Have you been caught in gunfire, in

political wars? I haven't. Hence, this book done well to interview people who have gone through all

these. It is disturbing, yet a must read.*I got a free copy from NetGalley in exchange for an honest

review
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